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unarmed, and other groups appeared a little later.   Several
of them seemed very excited.
At some time which I cannot state exactly, but which
must have been between eight and half-past, I heard the
call to arms for the first time. The sound came to me
faintly; it must have been at some distance from the
Mairie.
A moment later a National Guardsman, alone and
unarmed, posted himself at the corner of the Rue des
Abbesses opposite the Post Office and sounded his bugle.
While I was wondering if it would not be better to stop
him, and thinking of the consequences of a possible refusal
by the National Guardsmen of this post if I ordered them
to do so, armed groups (the first) appeared in the Mairie
Square.
Within the space of a few minutes the whole aspect of
the Square was changed. Armed National Guards were
running about it in all directions and in the greatest con-
fusion. These fellows seemed to be obeying no orders
coming down the street and not even to have thought of
forming themselves into companies or battalions: they
called out, they were shouting; it was all a perfect bedlam.
Later, however, properly formed companies spread out
into the Square by way of the Rue Marie-Antoinette, a
drummer at their head. They seemed animated by great
enthusiasm and kept crying out, c Vive la RepubUque !'
not even pausing when passing in front of the Mairie.
I noticed amongst the troops officers whose opinions
I well knew and who I assumed were going against their
will. I suspected that their men had compelled them to
come with them and to take part in what looked much more
like a popular demonstration than preparations for a battle.
All this lasted for a little while, up to the moment when
I noticed to my great surprise soldiers of the line x mingled
with the National Guards.
1 Soldiers of the Government.